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Situated on Nanjing Xi Lu, once called Park 
Road, the Grand Theatre is one of a group  
of buildings that formed the symbolic heart 
of 1930s Shanghai. The broad avenue, 
which included a hotel for foreigners and a 
YMCA built in an eclectic classical Roman 
style, represented a Western way of life. 
The cinema was the city’s first large-screen 
projection theatre and originally showed 
first-run American films. Acquired by  
the Shanghai Cultural Bureau in 1949, the 
Grand was renovated in 1992 and is still  
in use today. 
 László Hudec was born in Hungary and 
trained as an architect in Budapest before 
fleeing Soviet imprisonment in Siberia  
in 1918. He was to design several important 
public buildings in Shanghai, first working 
with the American firm R.A. Curry and, after 
1925, as an independent architect. The 
Theatre marks the end of a gradual shift 
away from the colonial style to a geometric 
Art Deco-influenced sensibility, evident  
in its stepped facade and curved corners. 
 The building comprises two 
independent volumes: a cube-shaped 
three-storey structure and an adjacent 
horizontal building that houses shops on 
the ground floor. The two volumes are 
interwoven with a series of horizontal and 
vertical lines formed by concave bands 
along the facade. Originally finished in 
yellow stucco, the Theatre is dominated  
by a glass prism that rises 30.5 m (100 ft) 
and is illuminated at night like a glowing 
lantern. An additional horizontal glass 
volume above the main entrance acts as  
a marquee, sheltering 12 tall glass doors. 
Above, five vertical windows reinforce the 
facade’s geometric quality. 
 The main entrance opens on to a 
staircase of white marble with chrome 
banisters, which leads to a curvilinear first- 
floor foyer with walls decorated in black 
marble inlay.  A bell-shaped auditorium 
seating almost 2,000 is arranged on two 
levels. The space is lit with a recessed lighting 
system that was innovative for its time. 

01 General view from east 
02 Terrace, view northeast 
03 Auditorium 
04 Entrance foyer 
05 First-floor foyer 
06 Long section 
07 Ground-floor plan 

Client
United Movies Co. Ltd
Coordinates
31.2348   121.4667

László Hudec

REC1933

Grand Theatre

Shanghai

087

China

Asia

01

0302

04 05

06 07


