ER L. E. HUDEGC, =B. a. MEMORANDUM
1(HUHGABIAN)
i rReniTES sHANGHAL....ADPYIL 208D o, 1945 ..
% srAanenal ., Dr. Jénossy Istvam  (HUNGARIAN)
BUDAPEST Fehérsajo ucca 8

Dear Sister,

Anxious to receive detailed news from all members of owur

family. State in reply condition of your home, also Apati and Szirsk.

Szirék is very close to my heart would like to save it,

Here everything all right we are all well,

With

love

your loving’ brother
o .

.Y
e —y s



e @ B ket

p.0.Box 534
SHANGHAI (CHINA) '
Shanghal , September 20th 1945

My dear Jolén and Pista.

This is the first letter writtem since the return of the peace.

We have been prepared here for street fighting and the town has been
bombed continuously and if the Japanese would not have been forced by
the entry of Russia in the war and by the atomlc bomb, we would not be
escaped Budapest's fate. The town is not yet occupied but we are expec-
ting the entrieg of the Chiness and American forces, Omnly an American
¥ilitary Commission is here,

I an sending this letter by the first mail which was made possible.
I am expecting a detailed reply from you, telling me all of your sxXperien-
ces and above all, whether everybody is alife in our family. During the
critical days when Hungary went through the war, I was following your fate
day by-day with gread anxlety. I knew that you have been in SzivaX, &nd
alsc I knew that there has been heavy fighting around and in Szirak, What
haprened with Edith in Vacz and with Livi and their families? I have seen
the news reel film of Budapest in the Russian. Club here and so we have
now an idea on what you went through, It must have been a terrible experi-
ence, I hope only that everyboedy is safe and alife,

It mey interest you to know that on Cctober 18th as I heared that
the Regent has been forcibly removed I have wired to the Hungarian Minister
Végh in Tokyo requesting him to nominate someone to whom I can hand over
the Consulate as I refused to be in service of an unconstituenell puppet
Government set up by Hitler, This was a very risky step to take, as the
Japanese occupation forces in Shanghal may have put the whole Hungarian
golony in concentration camp and mysell under asrvest congidering us as
traitors, same as they did with & part of the Italian colony, but it had
to be done, as my conscience told me that {that is the only right way. The
Minister's reply was thael he is in full agreement with me and thal he
brought it to the notice of the Chinese and Japanese Foreign Offices that
he as well as amyself are refusing the acceptance of the new Government
and refusing obedience., The Minister alsc wired to Budapest and brought
the above to the knowledge of the Szallasy Government also that we both
refuse to acknowledge them,

The Japanese occupation authorities seemingly have not been infor-
med by the Japanese Foreign Office and they let me unmolesied and so I
kept the Consulalte open until May 18th of this year, since them I ma carry-
ing on the work as the Chairman of the Hungarian Community representing
their interests, What the future will bring I do not know, I ouly know
that I will try to fulfil my duties and protect the Hungarian community in
China which was gommitted to my care as Consul for Hungary for entire China.
As there is no Russian Consulate in Shanghal, I cannot ask for
news from home through them, I have requested our Minister in Tokyo to wire
to Budapest with the assistance of the Russian BEmbassy in Tokyo that the
Hungarian colonies in China are all well and safe, further I have asked
that same shall be published in all Hungarian papers. Whether this has been
done I do not know as we &re not in touch now with our Legation. The entire
Hungarian community is standing behind me and approved my steps in October
with the exception of & foew ill~guided persons. I was always informed about
the world events through my short wave gets, which I alone as a Counsul wag
able to keep. We have been euitirely eut off from the world and left at
pray with the German and Japanese war propaganda. .

v Since March last year I folleowed with great anxiety the itrend of
events in Hungary and I was at that time already contemplating to take the
game step as I did in October; but I was tied down to my dutieg, which I
could not relinguish and leave the community to it's fate. As soon as the
Russian Consulate is egtablished here. I will establish relationghip with
them in order that we may receive some news with their help. At present
there is only the official Tass News Agency in Shanghai, with whose members
many of our colony are om best terms.

. It is clear to me that the policy of Kossuth, that is close coope-
;atzon with the Slavicnationals will be realised. The Hungarians wedged in
between no?tp and south Slavic nations are bound %o come to terms even at
greatlsacrlflces with them. How great even these sacrifices look now, they
w@ll be entirely regarded in later generation. We must closgely ceope;até
with them and therecby saving our national unity and the future of the nation
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Shanghal, September 20%th 1945
- B o

Dear Pista, as soon as you can write, please infoym me about your
views, As you kuow, we have been fully cul off from the Hungarian inter-
nal news from 1541. You must take us as we would be on an Igland and the
news which I:have rec ived through shortwave about Hungary's internal
affairs have been nought. We are speciglly interested in the real story
hew Hungary was dragged in this war. Whether possibly could 1t have been
avoided even under the existing heevy Gernan pressurs and if so who hasg
peen the culprit; what are the causes of Telekl's desth ete.

I fiymly believe that in our history this tragedy is not bigger
than any national tragedies which happened in the past and we can survive
it if we unite and everyone of us will work according to his best ability
on the recomstruction. ¥o idle rich or speculators have place in cur
future country. I would be very nmuech interested also to knmow sbout the
real economic conditiong of Humngary and alse whsther our family suflersd
personally a loss of their home or property. Did Apatli or Szirak escapey
I believe Apatl is within the size which doeg not fall under the new land-
laws bub Szirsk ls different and I kuow you did youyr best to save of it
a3 much as possible and legally admissible. I have reat in the locad
Kusslan papers about the new land-laws, dbut wnforiunately it was not the
full text, go I do not know whether can we keep 1t at all asg it has been
pought after 1939 or whether it falls in the ecircumference thal arcund
Budapest only 50 acres {hold) can bYe kept or whether can we keep tie maxi-
mwe 100 aeres or wheller you could apply the paragraph by which we could
keep 200 acres for the gervices reudered by me for the Hwigarlan cause
here in the Par Bast.

I understand that this only applies Lo the arable land, the wood
and inner land are free. The new land~-laws do not state dhat recompensa-
tion will ve paid for laws taken over,

Yow & few lines of our famlily. As I wrote yon in Red Cross letters,
my father-in-law died in 1941l otherwise we are all well, notwithstanding
the harassing experiences we had here. My wifes aunit, lMrs,A.Denegri,British
gubjeet, Jjust came out from the JTapanese concentration ecamp snd is staying
with us. Martin and Theo are the last 2 years studenis of the local
French University. They would like to go vad to Canads to the University
in Vancouver and I do nod objeet to thelr wish, Alessa is staying with uss
ghe is & biz girl of 17 and helps her wmother in the household. She has iun-
nerited Father's love to the horses and to the life in the farm. Perhaps
it will be she who would take Theo's place at Szirdk if anythiangz is left,
She wmay marzy & brave Hungsrian landwan.- Glsella ig well and she worked
very hard during the war, 48 to mysell I got a little bit thiner, other-
wise I am well, with careful life my stomach ulcer hasg unot come back,

With reference to my activities asg Consul I nave italten a very inde-
pendent stand in many guestions whers alone my conscience has gulded me
aad net only the paragraphs, for instance in the Jawisgh question, disspp~
roving tlic persecutionsg of them. Welwlithstanding the greabt German pressure
exercised in this line on me, I maintained an independent attitude all
the time, I kepl my Jewish secretary Mrs.Sarclta Dawid for the last O year
who is & native of Budapesi. Please search after her family. Her sister:
urs.Bva Reiner (nee Weissler) was employed with the Pesti Magyar Kereske~
delmi Bank. And alsgo my chancellor of the Consulate was of Jewlsh origin
¥r.C«k, B8a8lay, who has been a greal 'help te me, his halfeister Szalay
Brzsébet wws in the Magyar Olasz Bank in Budapest, please surch alter her
too. I uave saved from the interment in the ghetio about 1Z persona, former
Hungarian subjecis; whom I have accorded protection and fought it out with
the Japancse military suthovities. I never let the Nazl pariy functioners
nere to inbterfers with Hungarian affalrs, what of course lad gome times to
unpleasant reprecussions. A very anxious time we passed when Russia declared
war on Japan end the prominent local Russiane have been arrested and put
in the famous "Bridge-House", where Japanese gendaimg tortured their priso-
ners; I learned after the Japanese purrender that myself and 5 other Hunga-
rians were scheduled to be arrested, if the capitulation of Japan would not
have prevented it,

I am glad that the war is over and thst the terroristic athmosphere
ig finished and we can brease freely. I do not know whether the new
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Government will entrust me fto ecombinue my work, if so I will do it, but
first I want to returm to home even for @ short resgi as soon :m pomsibla.,,

after these tiring days.
With anxiety wedting for, news Lyrom Jma, I an :smming yom mwzxy ¥kigses

'witk love
I T xxﬂﬂ% brother
Fd
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